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The Nursing Home Diversion and Transition 
Initiative
The initiative was designed to achieve two distinct goals: to pre-
vent unnecessary long-term nursing facility placement (diversion), 
and to provide community-based alternatives for long-stay nursing 
home residents who preferred and were able to live in a community 
setting (transition). The initiative was implemented as part of the 
PASSPORT program, Ohio’s Medicaid wavier program designed 
to provide in-home services to older Ohioans. The PASSPORT 
Administration Agencies (PAAs) began the diversion and transi-
tion initiative in March 2010; this report includes data collected 
through May 2011. During that 15-month period, 3799 high-risk 
Ohioans were identified to participate in the intervention (2244 
diversions and 1555 transitions). All transition consumers resided 
in a nursing home for at least 3 months before their intervention. 
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HOME	 Choice	 was	 used	 in	 a	 small	 number	 of	
instances	 (7%),	 but	 given	 the	 enhanced	 federal	
match	that	could	be	received	on	this	program,	we	








Six-Month Status of Diversion Participants
Figure 2
Six-Month Status of Transition Participants
Findings
To	assess	 the	effectiveness	of	 the	 initiative,	 the	evaluation	
followed	 up	 with	 consumers	 six-months	 after	 their	 initial	
intervention	date.	Results	for	the	surviving	sample	showed	
that	80%	of	 those	diverted	and	74%	of	 those	 transitioned	
from	 Ohio	 nursing	 homes	 were	 in	 the	 community	 after	
six	 months.	 For	 those	 transitioning	 from	 nursing	 homes,	












the	 six-month	 time	period,	 almost	80%	of	 individuals	
who	either	remained	in	the	community	or	transitioned	
back	 into	 the	community	 from	a	nursing	 facility	were	
enrolled	in	one	of	the	two	Medicaid	waiver	programs.
*Houser, A., Fox-Grange, W., & Gibson, M. (2009). Across the States:  Profiles of Long-Term Care and Independent Living.  Washington, DC: 
AARP Public Policy Institute. 
